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the next few months he roamed around the orchard
s of France, stealing fruit by day, and sleeping where
could at night. He arrived at Uzes, the first town he had
*een, and there he fed himself by stealing the workers'
lunches, and clothed himself by stealing their clothes from
the washrooms at the factories.
cBy that time I had no lust for work and was used to
living from stealing. I arrived at Aries (Provence) in
harvest time. The workers came from all parts to help with
the harvest, Italians and Spaniards as well as French. I got
fvto know a young Italian* and one day we stole 85 francs
from a drunken worker. Then Barthelemi, my comrade,
suggested that we go to Marseille, which cost us 7 francs
each by train. When we got there we met another c mauvais
garcon,' and set about stealing properly. .
'One day, in April, 1882, we saw a drunken negro sailor.
We followed him to La Jolliette, and just behind the fort
of St. Jean we threw ourselves at him to rob him. Ma foi,
he was so strong ! He knocked me down and my comrade
stuck a knife in him and took 8 sous, wiiich was all he had on
him. Five or six days later they arrested Barthelemi and
took him to the hospital, where the negro sailor recognized
him. They got me a few days later, and after putting me
in a reformatory for eight months, they sentenced me oil
January 2,1883, to deportation and ten years of hard labour.'
Quer Urbain was only one of 40,000 convicts transported
to New Caledonia from the time that the Iphigenie, with
248 galley slaves from Toulon, dropped anchor in Noumea
harbour in 1864 till the day the transportation ceased in
1894. Quer Urbain was one of the comparatively fortunate
ones, in that he was classed as a 'forcat' and not as 'relegue.5
There were four distinct classes of convicts in the colony.
The first—the political deportees—were in a special category,
and will be dealt with in another chapter. The second were
the 'forcats/ comprising normal prisoners sentenced for one
particular crime to eight years or more of hard labour. The
'relegues* were what we would call 'habitual criminals,'
whose accumulation of crimes—in the opinion of the powers

